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Recent Changes to Improve the Process of Compensation of Occupational
Diseases in Workers Covered by the Industrial Accident Compensation
Insurance Act

Eun-Chul Jang, Soon-Chan Kwon

Department of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Soonchunhyang University Cheonan Hospital, Soonchunhyang University College of Medicine,
Cheonan, Korea

Objective: We studied recent changes and improvement in compensation for occupational accidents, including the occupational
diseases of workers who apply for industrial accident compensation insurance.

Methods: We reviewed the Industrial Accident Compensation Insurance policy, the regulations and case reports of the Korea Work-
er's Compensation & Welfare Service, research reports, and press articles to confirm the approval process for, recognition criteria of,
and recent trends in occupational diseases.

Results: The Industrial Accident Compensation Insurance Act applies to workplaces with one or more regular employees. The ap-
proval process for occupational diseases is complicated and requires much time and effort. The Korea Workers’ Compensation &
Welfare Service needs to conduct an investigation of occupational diseases on its own or, if that would be impossible, it should re-
quest an epidemiological investigation or consult with an external professional institution. The Committee on Occupational Dis-
ease Judgment requires experts from various fields to participate in order to have consistent and objective reviews. Legal adjust-
ments for commuting disasters have been made since 2018.

Conclusion: The application of the Industrial Accident Compensation Insurance Act should be expanded to protect more workers.
We should improve the recognition process of occupational diseases so that it is done simply and quickly, and we should maintain
the expertise and objectivity of the Committee on Occupational Disease Judgment.
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Table 1. Businesses excluded from application of the Act

Businesses excluded from application of the Act

1. Business eligible for cover under an accident compensation scheme pursuant to
the Public Officials Pension Act or the Military Pension Act

2. Business eligible for cover under an accident compensation scheme pursuant to
the Seafarers Act, the Act on Accident Compensation Insurance for Fishing Ves-
sels and Their Crew Members, or the Pension for Private School Teachers and
Staff Act

3. Employment activities within households

4. Business run by a person other than a corporation among agricultural, forestry
(excluding logging industry), fishery, or hunting business, with less than five regu-
lar workers
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Table 2. Special types of employment

Special types of employment

1. Any of the following persons engaged in soliciting insurance policies: insurance
solicitors persons engaged in soliciting postal insurance policies under the Postal
Savings and Insurance Act, as their full-time job

2. Owner-drivers of concrete mixer trucks

3. Learning-aid tutors

4. Golf caddies

5. Door-to-door couriers engaged in collection or delivery affairs in courier services

6. Door-to-door couriers engaged in delivery affairs entrusted from mainly one quick
service provider

7. Loan solicitors
8. Solicitors of credit card holders
9. Persons engaging in a designated driving service
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Fig. 1. Process of the recognition of occupational diseases (Korea).
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