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Currently, adjuvant chemotherapy has an important position as a
treatment for stage IIT colorectal cancer. In Korea, it is a matter of
fact that certain standardized treatments are given in the chemo-
therapy after colorectal cancer surgery. Though it is supposed
generally that adjuvant chemotherapy should be initiated within 8
weeks after surgery, some physicians claim that earlier initiation
of chemotherapy has a better influence on the prognosis [1]. In
that sense, the article published in the current issue of the Annals
of Coloproctology [2] has a considerably significant meaning. The
authors carried out this retrospective study with many patients by
dividing them into three groups based on the time points for the
initiation of their chemotherapy. The authors’ conclusion is that
there are no differences in the patients’ overall survival rate and
relapse-free survival rate due to the time points of their chemo-
therapy. Thus, the authors recommend that patients who may ex-
perience complications after surgery receive chemotherapy after a
having sufficient recovery time without hasting adjuvant therapy.
In fact, for colorectal cancer surgeons, a sufficient period of re-
covery after surgery is very significant. Especially, in cases where
the patients’ conditions are poor, having a considerably long pe-
riod of recovery is an important factor in preventing and treating
complications due to chemotherapy. However, there are actually
cases where chemotherapy is initiated very early due to the pa-
tients’ request or the doctors’ expectation that earlier initiation of
chemotherapy may have more of an influence on the patients’
prognosis. Showing that there are no great changes in patients’
prognoses due to the time points for the initiation of chemother-
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apy, the authors’ conclusively suggest a good theoretical back-
grounds, based on which patients who may experience complica-
tions due to chemotherapy, should not be pushed to undergo che-
motherapy hastily.
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